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close listening brings together seventeen strikingly original essays especially written for this
volume on the poetry reading the sound of poetry and the visual performance of poetry while
the performance of poetry is as old as poetry itself critical attention to modern and postmodern
poetry performance has been surprisingly slight this volume featuring work by critics and poets
such as marjorie perloff susan stewart johanna drucker dennis tedlock and susan howe is the
first  comprehensive introduction to the ways in which twentieth century poetry has been
practiced as a performance art from the performance styles of individual poets and types of
poetry to the relation of sound to meaning from historical and social approaches to poetry
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readings to new imaginations of prosody the entries gathered here investigate a compelling
range of topics for anyone interested in poetry taken together these essays encourage new
forms of close listenings not only to the printed text of poems but also to tapes performances
and other expressions of the sounded and visualized word the time is right for such a volume
with readings spoken word events and the gaining an increasing audience for poetry close
listening  opens  a  number  of  new avenues  for  the  critical  discussion  of  the  sound and
performance of poetry

challenging the common perception of  poets  as  standing apart  from the mainstream of
american culture robert von hallberg gives us a fresh and unpredictable assessment of the
poetry  that  has  come  directly  out  of  the  american  experience  since  1945  who  reads
contemporary american poetry more people than were reading new poetry in the 1920s von
hallberg shows how do poets respond to the public preoccupations of their readers often with
fascination von hallberg put the poems of robert creetey and john ashbery together with the
postwar outburst of systems analysis the 1950s tourist poems of john hollander adrienne rich w
s merwin and james merrill are treated as the cultural side of america s postwar rise to global
political power there are chapters on the political poems of the 1950s and 1960s and on
robert lowell s sympathy forthe imperialism of his liberal contemporaries poems of the 1970s
on pop culture especially edward dorn s slinger and some from the suburbs of the 1980s are
shown to reflect a curious peace between the literary and the mass cultures

in this book robert pinsky writes about contemporary poetry as it reflects its modernist and
romantic past he isolates certain persistent ideas about poetry s situation relative to life and
focuses on the conflict the poet faces between the nature of words and poetic forms on one
side and the nature of experience on the other the author ranges for his often surprising
examples from keats to the great modernists such as stevens and williams to the contents of
recent magazines he considers work by ammons ashbery bogan ginsberg lowell merwin o hara
and younger writers offering judgments and enthusiasms from a viewpoint that is consistent but
unstereotyped like his poetry robert pinsky s criticism joins the traditional and the innovative in
ways  that  are  thoughtful  and  unmistakably  his  own his  book  is  a  bold  essay  on  the
contemporary situation in poetry on the dazzling achievements of modernism and on the nature
or situation of poetry itself

nobel laureate seamus heaney author of nine collections of poetry and three volumes of
influential essays is regarded by many as the greatest irish poet since yeats passage to the
center is the most comprehensive critical treatment to date on heaney s poetry and the first to
study heaney s entire body of work including his recent volumes seeing things and the spirit
level it is also the first to examine the poems from the perspective of religion one of heaney s
guiding preoccupations according to tobin the growth of heaney s poetry may be charted
through the recurrent figure of the center a key image in the relationship that evolved over
time between the poet and his inherited place an evolution that involved the continual re
evaluation and re vision of imaginative boundaries in a way that previous studies have not tobin
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s work examines heaney s poetry in the context of modernist and postmodernist concerns
about the desacralizing of civilization and provides a challenging engagement with the work of
a living master

one of the virtues of good poetry is the fact that it irritates the mediocre theodore roethke was
one of the most famous and outspoken poets and poetry teachers this country has ever known
in this volume of selected prose roethke articulates his commitments to imaginative possibilities
offers tender advice to young writers and zings darts at stuffed shirts lightweights and fools art
is our defense against hysteria and death with the assistance of roethke s widow this volume
has been edited to include the finest selections from out of print collections of prose and
journal entries focused on the making and teaching of poetry on poetry and craft will be prized
in the classroom and outrageous roethke quotes will once again pepper our conversations you
must believe a poem is a holy thing a good poem that is theodore roethke was of an illustrious
generation of poets which included sexton plath lowell berryman and like them he received
nearly every major award in poetry including the pulitzer prize and twice the national book
award in spite of his fame he remained a legendary teacher known for the care and attention
he gave to his students poets such as james wright carolyn kizer tess gallagher and richard
hugo roethke died on august 1 1963 while swimming in a friend s pool but before i m
reduced to an absolute pulp by my own ambivalence i must say goodbye the old lion
perisheth nymphs i wish you the swoops of many fish may your search for the abiding be
forever furious on poetry and craft i am overwhelmed by the beautiful disorder of poetry the
eternal virginity of words the poem even a short time after being written seems no miracle
unwritten it seems something beyond the capacity of the gods we can t escape what we are
and i m afraid many of my notions about verse i haven t too many have been conditioned by
the fact that for nearly 25 years i ve been trying to teach the young something about the
nature of verse by writing it and that with very little formal knowledge of the subject or
previous instruction so it s going to be lik

emphasizing the interplay of aesthetic forms and religious modes sean pryor s ambitious study
takes up the endlessly reiterated longing for paradise that features throughout the works of w b
yeats and ezra pound yeats and pound define poetry in terms of paradise and paradise in
terms of poetry pryor suggests and these complex interconnections fundamentally shape the
development of their art even as he maps the shared influences and intellectual interests of
yeats and pound and highlights those moments when their poetic theories converge pryor s
discussion of their poems profound formal and conceptual differences uncovers the distinctive
ways each writer imagines the divine the good the beautiful or the satisfaction of desire
throughout his study pryor argues that yeats and pound reconceive the quest for paradise as a
quest for a new kind of poetry a journey that pryor traces by analysing unpublished manuscript
drafts and newly published drafts that have received little attention for yeats and pound the
journey towards a paradisal poetic becomes a never ending quest at once self defeating and
self fulfilling a formulation that has implications not only for the work of these two poets but
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for the study of modernist literature

silence and articulacy in the poetry of medbh mcguckian is an innovative contribution to the
scholarship on belfast poet medbh mcguckian this book considers the entire oeuvre of this
globally respected irish woman writer a member of the contemporary avant garde with now
fifteen  u  s  published  volumes  and  numerous  individual  publications  the  author  positions
mcguckian s oeuvre as political and historical poetry and offers a provocative new assessment
of its crafted silences this work argues that it is the muted character of mcguckian s poems a
consequence of a defamiliarized language the overwhelming sway of the image and a profusion
of intertextual quoting that constitutes their agency and force the silences are read as a
response to the precarious positionality of poet and speaker at the site of disaster and the limits
of articulacy in line with rukeyser s notion of the life of poetry the life of mcguckian s silences
is located fadem argues in the poems production as revealed self reflexively and in their
prolonged consumption this oeuvre operates as a formidable counter discourse by converting
poetry s reception into a much protracted task that redistributes the temporal economy of
poem and reader and disrupts the given structures of time place and the order of things

this book draws attention to the pervasive artistic rivalry between elizabethan poetry and
gardens in order to illustrate the benefits of a trans media approach to the literary culture of
the period in its blending of textual studies with discussions of specific historical patches of
earth the poem and the garden demonstrates how the fashions that drove poetic invention
were as likely to be influenced by a popular print convention or a particular garden experience
as they were by the formal genres of the classical poets by moving beyond a strictly verbal
approach in its analysis of creative imitation this volume offers new ways of appreciating the
kinds of comparative and competitive methods that shaped early modern poetics noting shared
patterns both conceptual and material in these two areas not only helps explain the persistence
of botanical metaphors in sixteenth century books of poetry but also offers a new perspective
on  the  types  of  contrastive  illusions  that  distinguish  the  elizabethan  aesthetic  with  its
interdisciplinary approach the poem and the garden is of interest to all students and scholars
who study early modern poetics book history and garden studies

this 1999 book offers an original study of lyric form and social custom in the elizabethan age
ilona bell explores the tendency of elizabethan love poems not only to represent an amorous
thought  but  to  conduct  the  courtship  itself  where  studies  have  focused  on  courtiership
patronage and preferment at court her focus is on love poetry amorous courtship and relations
between elizabethan men and women the book examines the ways in which the tropes and
rhetoric of love poetry were used to court elizabethan women not only at court and in the
great houses but in society at large and how the women responded to being wooed in prose
poetry and speech bringing together canonical  male poets  and women writers  ilona bell
investigates a range of texts addressed to written by read heard or transformed by elizabethan
women and charts the beginnings of a female lyric tradition
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in the poetry of ezra pound readers are invited into the intricate web of pound s innovative
verse where modernist sensibilities intertwine with classical traditions this collection captures his
distinctive use of imagery rhythm and free verse showcasing his profound engagement with
linguistic  experimentation  and  cultural  criticism  pound  s  work  defies  conventional  poetic
boundaries as he weaves historical references and personal reflections mirroring the complexities
of the early 20th century notable for its dynamic juxtaposition of diverse themes this anthology
underlines his role as a pivotal figure in shaping modern poetry and resisting the prevailing
literary norms of his time ezra pound an eminent poet and critic was a significant influencer of
the modernist movement advocating for radical departures from traditional forms his exposure
to various cultures during his extensive travels particularly in europe and asia imbued his work
with a global perspective that sought to reconcile the ancient with the avant garde driven by a
desire  to  revitalize  and  reinvigorate  poetry  pound  s  personal  philosophy  and  political
engagements profoundly influenced his voice leading to groundbreaking works that are still
studied today for those intrigued by poetic innovation and the evolution of literature the poetry
of ezra pound is an essential read it not only invites readers to explore the depths of pound s
poetic genius but also serves as an essential touchstone within the broader context of modernist
literature this anthology will enrich anyone s appreciation of poetry and provide valuable insight
into the artistic currents that shaped the 20th century in this enriched edition we have carefully
created added value for your reading experience a succinct introduction situates the work s
timeless appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments
without spoiling critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you in the era s events and
influences that shaped the writing an author biography reveals milestones in the author s life
illuminating the personal insights behind the text a thorough analysis dissects symbols motifs
and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage
personally with the work s messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable
quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify unusual
references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more informed read

why do we need new art how free is the artist in making and why is the artist and particularly
the poet a figure of freedom in western culture the macarthur award winning poet and critic
susan stewart ponders these questions in the poet s freedom through a series of evocative
essays she not only argues that freedom is necessary to making and is itself something made
but also shows how artists give rules to their practices and model a self determination that
might serve in other spheres of work stewart traces the ideas of freedom and making through
insightful readings of an array of western philosophers and poets plato homer marx heidegger
arendt dante and coleridge are among her key sources she begins by considering the theme of
making in the hebrew scriptures examining their accountof a god who creates the world and
leaves humans free to rearrange and reform the materials of nature she goes on to follow the
force of moods sounds rhythms images metrical rules rhetorical traditions the traps of the
passions and the nature of language in the cycle of making and remaking throughout the book
she weaves the insight that the freedom to reverse any act of artistic making is as essential as
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the freedom to create a book about the pleasures of making and thinking as means of life the
poet s freedom explores and celebrates the freedom of artists who working under finite
conditions  make considered choices  and shape surprising consequences this  engaging and
beautifully written notebook on making will attract anyone interested in the creation of art and
literature

following in the footsteps of such poets as emily dickinson william stafford and frank o hara
david lehman began writing a poem a day in 1996 and found the experience so rewarding
that he continued for the next two years during that time some of these poems appeared in
various journals and on sites including the poetry daily site which ran thirty of lehman s poems
in as many days throughout the month of april 1998 for the daily mirror lehman has selected
the best of these daily poems each tied to a specific occasion or situation and telescoped two
years into one spontaneous and immediate but always finely crafted and spiced with lehman s
signature irony and wit the poems are akin to journal entries charting the passing of time the
deaths of great men and women the news of the day jazz sinatra the weather love poetry and
poets movies and new york city are among their recurring themes a departure from lehman s
previous work this unique volume provides the intimacy of a diary full of passion sound and
fury but with all the aesthetic pleasure of poetry more a party of poems than a standard
collection the daily mirror presents an exciting new way to think about poetry

george oppen 1908 1984 born into a prosperous german jewish family began his career as a
protégé of ezra pound and a member of the objectivist circle of poets he eventually broke with
pound and became a member of the communist party before returning to poetry more than
twenty five years later william bronk 1918 1999 by contrast a descendant of the first european
families in new york was influenced by the works of shakespeare the king james bible and the
work of the new england writers of the american renaissance despite differences in background
and orientation the two men formed a deep friendship and shared a similar existential outlook
as henry weinfield demonstrates in this searching and original study oppen and bronk are
extraordinary thinkers in poetry who struggled with central questions of meaning and value and
whose thought acquires the resonance of music in their work these major writers created poetry
of enduring value that has exerted an increasing influence on younger generations of poets
from his careful readings of oppen s and bronk s poetry to his fascinating examination of the
letters they exchanged weinfield provides important aesthetic epistemological  and historical
insights into their poetry and poetic careers in bringing together for the first time the work of
two of the most important poets of the postwar generation the music of thought not only
illuminates their poetry but also raises important questions about american literary history and
the categories in terms of which it has generally been interpreted
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